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What is geomicrobiology? Why is geomicrobiology important?
-~ Microorganisms, or microbes, are itty-bitty living critters that 9 ~#: Geomicrobiologists are interested in understanding how

are found all around us! " 9 microbes survive and function, and the role they play in
4 Q. 5 pmatpiaae s 2 Earth’s systems and nutrient cycles.
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such as mud. i as beneficial microbes or as pathogens).
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Geomicrobiologists are scientists who study the microbes - + Studying microbes in extreme environments can help us

that live in water, mud, and rocks. understand how organisms are able to survive under harsh

conditions, and give us insights into the possible origins of
life.
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This environment has
extremely high pH (more
basic than bleach), but is
still able to support
microbial life.

Studying the microbes in
this extreme environment
will aid our understanding
of microbial metabolic
activity and the possible
origins of life on Earth.
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